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Since the ouster of the former Egyptian pres-
ident Hosni Mubarak, fear of Islamists take-
over has grown, with Iran standing as the
example of how the radical left got it wrong
when dealing with Islamists in the midst of
the revolution.

The day started as any other. It was a
Friday, and I headed down to Tahrir Square
in Cairo to participate in the protest to
“Save the Revolution”. I bumped into my
friend from university, Amina Ismail,
there who told me she was going to dress
in nigab and attend a Salafi conference. I
ended up having one of the most interest-
ing days of my life.

There is a lot to write about it, so this
post will be divided into several parts.

Part 1: Aday in Nigab

Part 2: The Salafi conference and move-

ment

Aswe drove through the city, three girls
in Niqgab, listening to hip hop music on the
way (music that neither of us normally
actually listen to) we were headed to Amr
Ibn El-Aas Mosque on Friday April 1st to
attend the Salafi Conference.

Driving through Masr El Adima neigh-
bourhood, we stopped by a local Cafe (or
Ahwa) to make sure we were headed down
the right path, as soon as I lowered the
window the man said “yes, yes, youre on
the right track, keep on driving”. Appar-
ently it was evident to the man where we
were headed.

The Salafi Movement Conference

Upon arrival at the mosque, the first
thing we saw was a huge sign at the en-
trance “Egypt is an Islamic country, not
a civil one nor a military one” along with
another that read “There is no separation
between the state and religion”. Red flags
went up in my head. We walked into the
mosque, took off our shoes and made our
way into the women's section. As we sat
there, all we could do was listen to the
speeches being made by the sheikhs. We
couldn't hear half of what was being said
due tothe fact that the speakers used were
terrible and the amount of children run-
ning around and playing did not help. That
is why some of the information [ will share
from what was said at the conference is
first hand information I heard there, while
some will be gathered from news reports
and attributed.

This conference was called “The Salafi
Movement Conference” and hosted some
of Egypt's most prominent sheikhs in sup-
port of the Salafi movement including Mo-
hamed Ismail El Mokadem, Said Abdelaz-
im, Yasser El Borhamiand Ahmed Farid.

Abdelazim mentioned that Egypt should
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Rowan El Shimy, 23 year old journalist
and photographer, have a totally different
stance. She thinks liberals and intellectuals
should stop writing Islamists off as fascists.
For her, if the revolution has boldly pursued
freedom, then Salafists should have their
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berunaccording to the Sharia law, he went

on to say that not only Egypt but the whole
Arab world should be run by Sharia and
should not be split into differ-

ent states. He discussed that the

way the Arab world is divided

is due to European colonization The
and is not based on more than
that. He said that we should all the
live according to Prophet Mu-
hammad's (PBUH) way of life.
According to Ahram Online,
Abdelazim also mentioned that
the media had a huge attack on they
the Salafis in the past weeks
and mentioned that they need

to get their sources and infor-

erhood,

and other
movements
should have

a voice, as

resent a ce -
tain amount
of the pop -

voice, announcing her fearlessness of the
so-called “Islamic Monster” the old regime’s
scarecrow to keep everyone away from poli-

tics.

- n el ]

lies. He said the Salafi movement strives to
change people’s attitudes through preach-
ing and not violence.

Sheikh Abdelazim dis-

cussed the vote on the con-

99
brot -

stitutional amendments and
made a statement that the
result turning to “yes” proves
Salaﬁs how strong the Islamic move-
ment is. Even though it has
been argued that most people
who votes yes did so for the
sake of “stability” rather than
do re - anything to do with article
2 of the constitution which
states that Egypt is an Islamic

country and that the Sharia

mation straight before they lation law is a main point of refer-
publish any information about ence. An article that was not
the movement. Sheikh Berhamy 99 even up for referendum. He

also mentioned that there were
rumors that the Salafis were to
attack unvieled women and destroy mos-

laeums built in mosques and called them

labeled possible presidential
candidates Mohamed El Bara-
deiand Amr Moussa along with prominent

business man Naguib Sawiris as “Liberals”
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A day in Nigab in the midst of the Cairo Salafi movement

Rowan El Shimi

http://tinyurl.com/5tqz938

who were campaigning for the “No” vote.

What now?

This information is not new in anyway.
We all knew that the Islamic movements
in Egypt want Egypt to become an Islamic
state, governed by Sharia law. Just like the
liberals want Egypt to become a secular
state, just like the socialists want Egypt
to become a socialist state. With the Janu-
ary 25th revolution, all these different
groups that were previously suppressed
by the government started appearing in
the media and going public with their mes-
sage. Then again, isn't that what we were
fighting for? Freedom of expression and
liberation? We all knew these groups ex-
isted, and they have a voice. Some of them
are extreme, yes, and any violence should
be punishable by law. Then again its up to
us to form groups, movements and par-
ties to represent us in the political arena.
The brotherhood, the Salafis and other
movements should have a voice, as they do
represent a certain amount of the popu-
lation. Other ways of thinking should be
represented and be part of legislation and
decision making as well. As long as we will
hopefully have a constitution that protects
our freedoms and rights as citizens of this
country, no matter our gender, religion or
beleifs, then there is no fear of the “Isamic
Monster” the old regime used to keep con-
vincing us that their oppression would be
better than these extreme Islamic move-

ments.

http://tinyurl.com/5wccfab
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Regarding the rumor of the Day in Egypt

Over the last few days, a wild rumor has spread
among Christian and secular Muslim women
claiming that the Salafis were going to kidnap
unveiled women and hold them hostage until
Kamillia Shehata, a Coptic priest’'s wife they

There is a rumor circulating like fire in the
48 hours thanks to Amr Adeeb who discussed it
openly in his popular show “Cairo Today”: Salaf-
ists are going to kidnap unveiled ladies tomor-
row till Camilla Shehata is set free on Tuesday
March 29th!!

Adel Fakhary Daniel , the chairman of the
upcoming Christian integrity party claimed
that he knew from some source that the for-
mer State security officers were preparing
with Salafist groups a series of attacks against
unveiled ladies from the street in the Camilla
Shehata million man protect next Tuesday !!

It is true that the Salafists are planning to
have their own million man march to set Ca-
milla Shehata free allegedly from the Church.
For the record PM Essam Sharaf promised them
toinvestigate the matter. Photo Caption: At the
first real million man protest

This provoking stupid rumor comes at time
the Salafistsare highly criticized for their views
towards the state and the society especially af-
ter the emerging videos of their famous sheikhs
like Hazem Shoman and Hussein Yaccoub.

Hussein Yaccoub's infamous speech about
the holy ballot boxes war, how the religion won
over democracy and that those who does not
like it then leave to the States and Canada was
the first I! After huge criticism from influential
personalities including religious figures like
Amr Khaled “was against the constitutional
amendments” led the Sheikh say on air that he
was just laughing and that they “the Salafists”
are the people of the other world , the world of
judgment day.

believe tried to convert to Islam but held against
her will by the Church, was freed.

In this post, leading Egyptian blogger Zeinobia,
although highly criticizing firm Salafis who
mistakenly think Islam and democracy are at

For the record the referendum committee
reported the practices of Salafists and their
use of religion to the AFC along other actions
whether from MB or from Church.

The Salafists beliefs as far as I used to know
did not for real involved in politics but it seems
that I am wrong because there is online war be-
tween the Salafists and the other fractions in
the country about the religious state and civil
state Il The Salafist Websites and FB pages are
attacking democracy and civil state concept
while the other fractions are attacking the reli-
gious state society. The Salafists emerging vid-
eos show a huge amount of misunderstanding
to politics , they also show how they are using
a simple language to communicate with the big-
gest range of people.

Another remark I have noticed that is that
their followers refuse any kind of criticism to
their clerics, strangely when they are confront-
ed by any criticism , they will remind you with
the freedom of expression which is another part
of democracy and civil state they are attacking.

AgainIfeel thereisundeniable priesthood in
the movement, there is no priesthood in Islam.

They do not want to try understanding that
Islam and democracy are not against each other
and that civil state will not make my mom take
off her veil. They do not understand that the
civil state already existed in the Islamic state.

Back to the rumor of the day which is really
freaking out a lot of people, one of the biggest
Salafist groups in the country has already de-
nied the rumor and accused the media of defam-

ing the movement. Nevertheless there are other

odds, thinks the rumor which has sent shock
waves among Egyptian was fabricated by the
State security and the former regime “to scare
the west and the middle class in Egypt” and spoil
the revolution.

Salafist groups and movements in the country
, it is not a one group like the Muslim brother-
hood.

I believe it was a silly rumor, silly stupid ru-
mor because simply this rumor or rather an ac-
tion like this will drag the Salafists Sheikhs and
many of their followers to military jail !! Abduc-
tion is against the basic teachings of Islam and
it is against the law.

[ believe these groups are currently being
used by the State security and former regime
to scare the west and the middle class in Egypt
using the old trick in the book in order to come
back, of course [ will not exclude the army from

using them as well.
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Egyptian Chronicles

http://tinyurl.com/2x2vyx

The old regime media is using the weapons of

economy and the religious state to make people
say : Where are the days of stability !!? Where
is the day of state security that used to control
those beasts !I?

One of the most important things have
learned from following the Salafists movement
, they go to the people and they speak their lan-
guage. [ believe this is the time of Al Azhar and
the media not to mention the civil society to
communicate with the people because these are
the voters and they can be manipulated easily.

http://tinyurl.com/6ju824t

Regarding the rumor of the Day in Egypt

Mammon Alabbasi, a blogger, writer and a news
editor, totally refute the exaggeration claims
by some liberals backed by westerners that Is-
lamists, Salafists and Muslim Brotherhood are
poised to grab a powerful, if not a leading role

The revolution in Egypt came in spite of (or
perhaps because of) a long-standing US backing
of the dictatorship there. It was clear from the
beginning that the protestors were united on one
demand: namely that the unelected regime stand
down or allow genuine political reform to be car-
ried out.

It is easy to see that these protestors come
from diverse backgrounds, have different politi-
cal views and do not necessary share the exact
same list of grievances. Not if your view of the
region is influenced by an unhealthy negative
obsession with Islam. In such case, so called ana-
lysts put on their binary world view glasses and
see only ‘Islamists’ or ‘the rest’ - not that they
have an accurate definition for each of those
categories. They ignorantly put Al-Qaeda, the
Muslim Brotherhood, Hamas, Hezbollah and Iran
in one bag, and like to think that everyone else
thatremains fallsinto what they claim is a liberal
category.

With this in mind, western observers who
were against the uprising in Egypt were quick to
warn that this was (or will be) an ‘Islamist’ revo-
lution, while those who backed it went to great
lengths to stress that the Muslim Brotherhood
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in post-Mubarak Egypt. Alabbasi strongly con-
demns the “unwarranted demonizing” of the
MBs by western countries who were once stand-
ing against the uprising and are now seeking to
rebrand the revolution to keep the status quo of

was an insignificant part of it. They cannot see
Egyptians outside this two-dimensional view.
That's all that matters: not the humanity and suf-
fering of 80 million Egyptians but how powerful
will the Brothers emerge in a democratic Egypt.
And if the revolution is going to be a success
story then they mustn't appear as having played
any part in it.

Of course religious Egyptian protestors who
are not officially part of the Brotherhood would
automatically be calculated as part of ‘the rest,
even though many of them may hold views that
are more conservative. Demonstrators who
complained from the former regime’s restric-
tion on religious freedoms or its foreign policy
(especially with regards to the US, Israel and Pal-
estine) are also conveniently ignored if they are
not members of the Brotherhood. Following this
logic you'd be forgiven for thinking that being a
cyber activist and a devout Muslim are mutually
exclusive.

The fact is this was a revolution of the whole
of the Egyptian people, including the Brother-
hood (and of course Christians too). But the
Brothers did not catch up with the revolution
late in the day; it was the masses that finally

division and mistrust among the people, which
is ,for him, “a great disservice to the whole of

Egypt.

joined their struggle against the regime. Their
activists had long been tortured or routinely
detained in the regime’s jails decades before the
2011 uprising. Every time there was an election,
their campaigners were the first usual suspects
toberounded up.

They played a very positive part in the dem-
onstrations and even their former critics com-
mended their role in protecting protestors when
they were attacked. They also never sought to
hijack the revolution or claim it as their own.
In fact they tried to stay out of the limelight to
avoid US animosity towards the uprising. They
insist that they do not want a ‘religious state'and
called for democratic reforms (although they too
need to reform). They are a part of Egypt, so who
stands to gain from dividing Egyptians? Why do
outsiders push for hatred instead of free and fair
polls?

In a truly democratic Egypt, political parties
will have a place, the strength of which would
be determined by the ballot box. The Brother-
hood may not be the perfect party (despite im-
provements over the years) for everyone, but
the unwarranted demonising of the group by
non-Egyptians is a great disservice to the whole

Sabbah Report

http://tinyurl.com/kvm5z2

of Egypt. We have witnessed great solidarity
between Christians and Muslims during the anti-
Mubarak protests, which shows that Egyptians
- if left to their own devices - can live together
without serious sectarian tensions. There were
rare scenes of people holding up copies of the
Koran and crucifixes shoulder to shoulder. These
people included ultra-conservative Muslims;
men with long beards, women with nigabs - all of
whom expressing sentiments of unity with their
fellow Christian citizens.

This inspiring sense of compassion between
Egyptians must not be lost. It is even a greater
gain than the fall of Mubarak, because united
Egyptians can topple any future dictator. Those
who have failed to suppress the Egyptian revolu-
tion now seek to derail it or rebrand it to keep
the status quo of division and mistrust among
the people. But Egyptians of all walks of life need
to remember their moments of unity in Tahrir
Square and across Egypt: do they want this spirit
to continue or will they let their ill-wishers di-

vide (and rule) them once more?

http://tinyurl.com/3mab7sh
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